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the horns are very symmetrical, as a rule, and are set somewhat as 
in the present specimen. 

.Unfortunately nothing can be learned of the history of these 



Abnormal horns of Chamois. 


curious horns, excepting that they were bought by Captain Towneley 
Parker at Nurenberg. Probably the animal was'killed in the Bava- 
nan highlands, where Chamois are still tolerably numerous *. 


6. On certain obscure Species of Siberian, Indian, and 
Chinese Thrushes. By Henry Seebohm. 

[Deceived December 16, 1879.] 

(Plate LXIV.) 

*n the year 1833 Tickell described (J. A. S. Beng. ii. p. 577) a 
ihrush from India under the name o i Turdus unicolor. In 1837 
Gould described the same species (P. Z. S. v. p. 136), and, curiously 
enough, gave it the same name. In 1842 Blyth, apparently thinking 
it impossible that an accidental coincidence of name could be accom- 

1 Konig-Warthausen, Jahresb. Ver. Naturk. Wiirtt.1875, p. 314. 
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panied by a real coincidence of species, proposed (J. A. S. Beng. xi. 
p. 400) the name of Turdus modestus as a substitute for Tardus 
wricolor , “Gould, nee Ticked” apud Blyth. In 1847 Blyth discovered 
that he had fallen into precisely the same blunder that he had tried 
to correct in Gould ; for the name T . modestas had already been ap¬ 
plied by Eyton, in 1839 (P. Z. S. vii. p. 103), to a different species of 
Thrush. Blyth accordingly proceeded (J. A. S. Beng. xvi. p. 144) to 
give a third name, Geocichla dissimilis, to this species. In doing so, 
however, he further complicated the question by adding to his new 
name the description of the immature male or female of a new species 
which he erroneously imagined to be the adult male of 1\ unicolor , 
Gould. 

In 1850 Bonaparte described what he considered to be a new 
species of Thrush from a skin in the Leyden Museum labelled 
“ Central Asia.” He gave it (Consp. Gen. Av. i. p. 273) the name of 
Turdus pelios, but afterwards, in 1854 (Compt. Rend, xxxviii. p. 5), 
carelessly identified an Abyssinian Thrush ( Turdus icterorhynchns, 
Pr. Wiirt.) with his description of P. pelios , and needlessly threw 
doubt on the correctness of the Leyden locality. The skin in the 
Leyden Museum is undistinguishable from the female or immature 
male which Blyth described as T. dissimilis . 

After a lapse of twelve years Jerdon, in his ‘ Birds of India/ further 
complicated matters by erroneously identifying T. dissimilis (Blyth) 
with T. cardiSy Temm., including it in his work (i. p. 521) as Tur- 
dulus cardis (Temm.). 

The following year Selater described (Ibis, 18G3, p. 196) a new 
species of Thrush from Amoy as Ta?'dus hortulorum y the male 
(doubtless immature) and female of which are undistinguishable from 
T. dissimilis (Blyth). 

Seven years later Cabanis received a Thrush from Dr. Dybowsky, 
collected in the valley of the Amoor (likewise undistinguishable from 
T. dissimilis (Blyth), and identified it with T . pelios , Bonap., point¬ 
ing out (Journ. Orn. 1870, p. 238) the error into which Bonaparte 
afterwards fell. 

Further complications now followed thick and fast. In 1871 
Ilume described a new Thrush from Assam (Ibis, p. 411) as Geo¬ 
cichla tricolor . In 1873 Swinhoe described a new Thrush from 
Cheefoo (Ann. Nat. Hist. ser. 4, vol. xii. p. 374) as Turdus camp - 
belli. In the following year, forgetting that he had described it in 
the ‘Annals/ he redescribed the same skin in ‘The Ibis’ (1874, 
p. 444, pi. xiv.) as Turdus chrysopleurus . 

My first attempt to unravel this complicated tangle of facts was 
to draw the inference that whereas in the nearly allied species 
T. cardis , Temm., T. obscurus y Gmel., T. pallidus y Ginel., and 
T. unicolor y Tick., the females and immature males have streaks or 
spots on the throat, which disappear in the fully adult male, it was 
highly probable that the fully adult male of T. dissimilis , Blyth, 
would also have an unspotted throat. Having arrived at this con¬ 
clusion, it was an easy step to identify T . campbelli y Swinli., or 
T. tricolor (Hume), as the fully adult male. Hume’s'description 
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normal adult Z To J „ 10 - V assutmu S Swmlioe’s bird to be the 
uncommon im^ Ti nd I , IamC S c t0 be a partially melanistic form not 
llams-iv f. om A M T ^'"ce then the ret,1,,n of Wardlaw 

reach Y* P ' aced the Twee(ldaIe collection within 

nose to he f/ 6 i' n :t th ?„ skm of a Thrush from Assam (which I pro- 
i"ree withfr ?™ ,J us . tration to tllis P a Per) which apparently 
Captain El wps r. me 8 des f'P 1 * 011 ; and I also hear that 

have ohS P TT tW ° Sk,ns f,om the sarae loca %‘ These facts 
with tbe Ph? me t0 ahei ’ m .V °P j nion as to the identity of the Indian 
, hmese specimen. I am now inclined to identify Hume’s bird 
as the fully adult male of T. iMmiU, (Blyth). Both Hume's t™e 
ancUhe slims in the Tweeddale collection were shot in Assam j and 

" , ore m I 'f 2 i P ' l 36 ’ P 1 - ™-> is ™ excellent figure of the 

wS was shot °bv f' a i °, y- *“»;«« (Blyth), the original of 
T . . 8 s . ^ olonel Grodwm-Austen in the same locality 

The two species will therefore stand as follows 

Turdus dissimilis (Blyth). (Plate LXIV.) 

Geode hi a dissimilis , Blyth, J. A. S. Beng. 184“, p. 144. 

urduhis cardis (Temm.), apud Jerdon, B. India, i. p. 521 (1862). 
Geocichla tricolor , Hume, Ibis, 1871, p.4]l. 1 ^ 

nemfv’hl^l- 10 ^ e “ tirebead ’ neck > and throat dark slate-grey, 

pa?t S i 1 ° - Paler s ate ‘S re y on the rest of the upper 

Pa mi ^ a pfl S ’ ' u,der ' vl »g-coverts, sides of the breast, and upper 
portion of the flanks brilliant orange-chestnut, shadino- into brown 

?l.e cent of 

me oreast, belly, and under tail-coverts. 

maklf beinVlT^w”^^* Upper parts differiu S from the adult 

forehead and wftb r r & t' grCy Suffl J sed with ^sset-hrown on the 
roienead, and with olive-brown on the centre of the back Throat 

che?i • '"I C6ntre ’ the feathers on the sides of throat and 

chest having dark-brown fan-shaped terminal spots. Best of the 
plumage similar to that of the adult male. 

Hub. Assam, occasionally straying westward as far as Calcutta. 

Turdus hortulorum, Sclater. 

J}eli ° S> B0Uap ' C ° nSp - Gen ’ Av - 1 P* 273 (1850, nec plur. 

Turdus hortulorum , Sclater, Ibis, 1863, p. 196. 

urdus campbelli, Swinhoe, Ann. Nat. Hist. 1873, xii. p. 374 
Turdus chrysopleurus, Swinhoe, Ibis, 1874, p. 444 . P 

Until a fully adult male has been obtained from Southern Siberia 
we can never be absolutely sure to which of the two species Bona’ 

Ee e iikX m to P h 7 P r ^ b i l0 " S . S; but thG bird from ^ Amo B or is 

Assam k 4,,nH ^ ?! mth 0ne from China than ™'th one from 

sam. According to the new-fashioned system adopted by the 
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extreme Ritualist party in ornithology, who attempt to carry out 
the Stricklandian code regardless of consequences, Bonaparte's name 
would hang in terrorem over Sclater’s, to be substituted for it as 
soon as it could be proved that it certainly referred to the same 
species; or, following the practice of the blindest followers of 
this unfortunate innovation, Bonaparte's name would at once be 
given the benefit of the doubt, regardless of the fact that it 
had been extensively applied to a different species. I cannot for a 
moment lend myself to such ornithological immorality, and must 
look upon Bonaparte's name as one tainted for ever, and debarred 
for the future from being used for any species of Thrush. 

In the fully adult male of T. hortulorum , Sclater, the general 
colour of the upper parts is a dull slate-grey, shading on the sides 
of the neck into a very pale slate-grey on the throat and chest. The 
axillaries, under wing-coverts, and flanks are brilliant orange-chest¬ 
nut, shading into white on the centre of the belly and under tail- 
coverts. 

The female and immature male are undistinguishable from those 
of T . dissimilis (Blyth). 


7. On the Mollusca of H.M.S. ‘ Challenger 9 Expedition.— 
The Cjecidm, comprising the genera Parastrophia, Wat - 
sonidy and C&cnm . By the Marquis de Folin. With 
a Prefatory Note by the Rev. Robert Boog Watson, 
B.A., F.R.S.E., E.L.S., &c. (Published by permission 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury.) 

[Received November 25, 1870.] 

[The Csecidse are a group of shallow-water Mollusca, enormously 
numerous in individuals but hitherto poor in species. As was 
natural, very few indeed presented themselves in the * Challenger 1 
dredgings; and these I had great pleasure in intrusting to one who 
has so specially made the group his study as the Marquis de Folin. 
His acquaintance with the subject in general, and his own vast 
collection of specimens gathered from every quarter of the globe, 
are the pledges that in what he has now produced nothing known 
on the subject has been overlooked ; and even those who may 
hesitate to accept in full his classification will recognize both the 
general value of this monograph, and the extraordinary perfection 
with which he has delineated the specimens. 

Robert Boog Watson.] 

1. Parastrophia challengeri, n. sp. 

St. 186. Sept. 8, 1874. Lat. 10° 30' S., long. 142° 18' E. 
Wednesday Island, Cape York. 8 fms. Coral-sand. Temperature 
of sea at the surface 77°' 2 F. One specimen. 

Testa minuta> tubularis , tricurvata , subopaca , alba , nitida , minu - 


